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Ladies  and  Genteemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  public  health  of  the  County 
of  Wiltshire  for  1947. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  exceptional  activity  in  the  Health  Department.  Not  only  has 
the  ordinary  work  of  the  Department  been  carried  out  with  the  details  of  which  this  Report  is 
concerned,  but,  in  addition,  the  preparation  of  the  local  health  authority’s  proposals  for  putting 
into  effect  Sections  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29  and  51  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  has  called  for  a  great  effort  on  behalf  of  all  the  senior  medical  and  clerical  staff.  It  has  been 
a  pleasure  to  co-operate  in  these  matters  with  the  Departments  of  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
and  the  County  Treasurer,  and  in  every  case  it  was  possible  to  put  forward  the  local  health 
authority’s  proposals  by  the  date  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  nation-wide  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  took  its  toll  in  this  County.  It  caused  five  deaths 
and  left  a  number  of  persons  with  residual  paralysis  for  whom  treatment  has  been  available  under 
the  County  Council  schemes. 

Once  more  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  her  support 
and  wise  counsel  over  difficult  problems,  and  to  record  the  assistance  and  loyalty  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  staff,  who,  in  addition  to  the  duties  already  referred  to,  have  in  a  large  measure  composed 
this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BURMAN  LOWE. 


POPULATION. 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  1947  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  334,500 

The  figure  for  the  previous  year  was  330,840. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Total. 

Rate. 

1947 

1946 

1947 

1946 

i 

(per  1000  of  population) 

Live  Births 

7158 

6477 

21.40 

19.58 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3946 

3894 

11.80 

11.77 

Deaths  from  : — 

(per  1000  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

2 

.27 

.30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

4 

6 

.55 

.90 

Total  ... 

6 

8 

.82 

1.20 

(per  1000  live  births) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ... 

243 

238 

33.95 

36.75 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

602 

557 

Deaths  from  certain  Infectious  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  and 

1 

4 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

5 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Eethargica 

5 

2 

Phthisis 

103 

110 

Other  Tuberculosis 

19 

16 

The  live  birth-rate  of  21.4  compares  with  a  national  rate  of  20.5  Both  show  a  very  consider¬ 
able  increase  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  19.58  and  19.1,  respectively. 

The  County  maternal  mortality  rate,  .82,  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the 
previous  year,  1.2,  and  also  with  the  national  rate  of  1.17. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  lower,  33.95,  than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year,  36.75,  and 
compares  well  with  the  national  rate  of  41. 


The  figures  of  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  are  all  small  and  do  not  call  for  special  comment 
with  the  exception  of  tuberculosis,  which,  although  showing  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  phthisis,  totalling  103,  and  only  nineteen  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  remains 
a  serious  factor  in  the  death  rate  of  youth  and  middle  age.  The  general  level  of  deaths  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  throughout  the  war  period  and  subsequently  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  is  again 
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included  in  this  report  as  a  matter  of  interest.  The  other  two  diseases  shown  have  declined  to 
almost  negligible  proportions. 


Disease. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria 

13 

37 

19 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  : — 

3 

23 

18 

10 

4 

2 

7 

4 

1 

Phthisis 

110 

109 

134 

107 

95 

99 

92 

110 

103 

Other 

19 

28 

49 

34 

24 

26 

34 

16 

19 

ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  are  the  aggregate  totals  of  notifications  during  1947  of  the  more  important 
infectious  diseases  amongst  civilians,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  preceding  years, 
including  the  war  period  : — 


Total  Notifications  during 


Disease. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

449 

1180 

711 

543 

658 

640 

541 

355 

311 

Diphtheria 

154 

501 

314 

70 

74 

105 

17 

14 

16 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

8 

2 

31 

5 

6 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

86 

86 

120 

98 

67 

64 

41 

50 

34 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

10 

240 

100 

60 

28 

22 

16 

15 

13 

Infantile  Paralysis 

9 

4 

14 

9 

9 

1 

5 

13 

51 

Acute  Encephalitis  Eethargica  ... 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

— 

- 7 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

18 

18 

29 

25 

20 

22 

24 

27 

19 

Scarlet  Fever. — It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  further  fall  in  the  number  of  notifications, 
and  the  total  for  last  year  was  the  lowest  in  any  year  included  in  the  table. 


Diphtheria. — -This  disease  shows  a  very  low  total  of  notifications,  16,  which  is  continuing 
evidence  of  the  value  of  our  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme,  still  energetically  pursued.  The 
extensive  organisation  necessary  has  been  well  repaid  by  the  results  achieved. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.- — The  total  of  34  notifications  for  1947  is  the  lowest  in  the  table.  It  is 
no  doubt  the  result  of  the  prompt  application  of  modern  methods  of  treatment  preventing  incipient 
cases  reaching  a  notifiable  stage. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  total  of  19  notifications  shows  considerable  decrease  on  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year,  27,  and  is  the  lowest  total  since  1940. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  again  to  be  able  to  record  that,  in  the  area  for  which  the  Council  is 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  treatment,  prompt  treatment  in  all  cases  prevented  any  impair¬ 
ment  of  vision  of  the  child. 


3 


Poliomyelitis. — The  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  which  struck  Britain  during  the  second  half  of 
1947  was  the  most  notable  outbreak  in  the  county  during  the  year.  Altogether  61  cases  were 
notified,  60  of  these  occurring  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  particulars  of  which  are  given  in 
the  table  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  The  previous  highest  number  of  polio  notifications  (since 
the  disease  became  notifiable  in  1912)  was  in  1929,  when  19  civilian  cases  were  notified. 

As  was  to  be  expected  in  such  an  epidemic  when  diagnosis  is  not  obvious,  many  cases  were 
sent  to  hospital  as  suspected  poliomyelitis  which  were  subsequently  diagnosed  otherwise. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  five  districts  which  were  by  no  means  the  most  thinly  populated 
escaped  entirely.  The  largest  number  notified  in  any  one  area  was  eight  in  Swindon  and  a  similar 
number  in  Amesbury  Rural  District,  but  the  latter  included  one  non-civilian  case. 

There  were  five  deaths,  giving  a  mortality  rate  for  the  disease  of  0.015  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  The  County  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  was  called  in  to  advise  on  at  least  22  cases  during  1947. 

All  possible  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  including  the  strict  isolation 
of  cases,  the  tracing  and  observation  of  contacts,  and  possible  sources  of  infection,  etc.  In  this 
connection  we  maintained  close  liaison  with  the  surrounding  counties  and  complete  information 
as  regards  the  incidence  of  cases,  etc.,  was  given  and  received. 

In  view  of  the  possible  occurrence  of  bulbar  paralysis  in  cases  infected  after  tonsillectomy, 
such  operative  procedure  was,  during  the  epidemic  period,  restricted  at  first  to  areas  outside  a 
five-mile  radius  of  any  notified  case.  These  arrangements  were,  however,  modified  later  so  that 
once  a  case  had  been  notified  no  child  attending  any  one  of  a  group  of  schools  contributing  to  the 
Senior  School  in  the  particular  district  was  admitted  to  hospital,  except  in  cases  of  real  emergency, 
until  a  month  after  the  last  notified  case  in  the  area  had  been  isolated.  This  alteration  was  made 
as  children  from  an  infected  area  might  attend  a  senior  school  outside  the  five-mile  radius. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

With  the  exception  of  the  City  of  Salisbury,  Borough  of  Swindon,  and  East  Wilts  Combined 
Districts,  the  County  Council  has  undertaken  diphtheria  immunisation  over  the  whole  of  the 
County  for  all  children  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen,  thus  relieving  District  Councils  of  their  responsibility 
to  provide  services  for  children  over  the  age  of  five. 

The  City  of  Salisbury  and  Borough  of  Swindon,  being  both  Welfare  Authorities,  have  the 
responsibility  for  this  work  as  it  applies  to  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  as  Borough  Councils 
it  is  also  their  duty  to  provide  similar  arrangements  for  children  over  the  age  of  five. 

The  East  Wilts  Combined  Districts,  although  not  Welfare  Authorities,  have  continued  to 
extend,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  their  arrangements  for  immunisation  of  children  over 
five  years  old  to  infants. 

Owing  to  the  scattered  population  the  number  of  clinics  held  in  villages  has  depended  upon  the 
demand  for  the  service,  but  the  policy  of  establishing  regular  monthly  clinics  in  the  largest  centres 
of  population  has  been  continued.  The  number  of  such  regular  clinics  has  been  increased  during 
the  year  from  eight  to  twelve. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  numbers  of  children  dealt  with  during  the  year  by  members 
of  the  County  Medical  Staff  :  — 

Original  Immunisations — 2,485.  Reinforcing  injections — 3,450. 

In  the  East  Wilts  Combined  Districts  551  original  immunisations  and  768  reinforcing  injections 
were  undertaken. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  who  were  protected 
at  31st  December,  1947  :  — 

Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1947. 


District. 

Under  1 
1947. 

1 

1946. 

2 

1945. 

•  3 

1944. 

4 

1943. 

. 

5  to  9 
1938-1942 

10  to  14 
1933-1937 

Total 
under  15. 

Amesbury  Rural 

— 

59 

84 

139 

137 

736 

647 

1802 

Bradford-on- Avon 
Urban 

2 

33 

30 

41 

34 

201 

190 

531 

Bradford  and  Melk- 
sham  Rural 

2 

42 

103 

94 

95 

486 

541 

1363 

Caine  Borough 

— 

46 

58 

60 

74 

403 

333 

974 

Caine  and  Chippen¬ 
ham  Rural 

4 

168 

213 

247 

251 

1143 

1256 

3282 

Chippenham  Urban 

18 

166 

191 

211 

206 

843 

791 

2426 

Cricklade  &  Wootton 
Bassett  Rural 

8 

93 

106 

163 

157 

687 

740 

1954 

Devizes  Urban 

4 

63 

61 

67 

74 

461 

489 

1219 

Devizes  Rural 

— 

45 

99 

130 

119 

678 

789 

1860 

Highworth  Rural  ... 

— 

81 

164 

184 

182 

1056 

1008 

2675 

Malmesbury  Urban 

— 

6 

46 

41 

36 

186 

175 

490 

Malmesbury  Rural 

— 

44 

87 

101 

80 

448 

454 

1214 

Marlborough  Borough 

• — • 

30 

45 

63 

69 

318 

219 

744 

Marlborough  and 
Ramsbury  Rural  ... 

5 

48 

105 

127 

148 

678 

636 

1747 

Melksham  Urban  ... 

— 

58 

58 

67 

111 

410 

368 

1072 

Mere  and  Tisbury 
Rural 

— 

83 

116 

121 

116 

706 

667 

1809 

Pewsey  Rural 

— 

108 

137 

216 

243 

1030 

897 

2631 

Salisbury  &  Wilton 
Rural 

5 

95 

126 

131 

135 

853 

968 

2313 

Trowbridge  Urban... 

10 

180 

152 

157 

144 

704 

790 

2137 

Warminster  Urban 

— 

52 

56 

51 

61 

413 

342 

975 

Westbury  Urban 

— 

41 

43 

62 

43 

265 

242 

696 

Warminster  and 
Westbury  Rural... 

2 

97 

114 

132 

124 

769 

756 

1994 

Wilton  Borough 

1 

28 

18 

22 

17 

135 

146 

367 

Totals  . 

61 

1666 

2212 

2627 

2656 

13609 

13444 

1 

36275 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  amongst  children  known  to  have  been  immunised. 
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SMALLPOX. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  smallpox  during  the  year,  but  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Ogbourne 
St.  George  is  kept  ready  for  immediate  occupation. 

The  Matron  of  the  Marlborough  Children’s  Convalescent  Home  is  responsible  for  ensuring 
that  equipment  is  available  and  that  the  buildings  are  regularly  cleaned.  As  regards  the  nursing 
arrangements,  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox,  a  Sister  at  Marlborough  Children’s  Con¬ 
valescent  Home  would  go  immediately  to  the  Hospital  whilst  the  main  nursing  staff  of  Health 
Visitors  was  being  assembled.  Vive  of  the  existing  Health  Visitors  with  this  Sister  are  paid  a 
small  retaining  fee  for  this  purpose  in  addition  to  their  salary,  and  all  have  been  recently  successfully 
vaccinated. 


HOSPITALS. 

A  brief  survey  of  the  hospitals  in  the  County,  other  than  isolation  and  voluntary  hospitals, 
is  given  below. 

Staff. — It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  generally  speaking  there  has  been  a  tremendous  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  nursing  situation.  The  part-time  nursing  scheme  inaugurated  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  in  the  Infirmaries  has  been  a  success  and  pressure  on  whole-time  nursing  staff  has 
only  been  felt  at  week-ends. 

At  Odstock  Hospital,  a  part-time  nursing  scheme  was  inaugurated  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  and  has  proved  to  be  even  more  successful  than  at  the  Infirmaries,  since  no  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  at  week-ends  or  during  holidays. 

In  view  of  the  forthcoming  transfer  of  hospitals  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  I  should 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  members  of  the  hospital  staffs  for  their  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  the  patients’  welfare.  In  this  connection  also  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  services  given  to  the  County  by  Miss  Richens,  the  late  Matron  of  Harnwood  Hospital,  who 
has  recently  retired  after  29  years’  service. 

Odstock  Hospital. 

This  hospital  was  occupied  on  the  23rd  May,  1947,  the  nucleus  of  staff  and  patients  being 
transferred  from  the  Tower  House  B.M.S.  Hospital. 

The  Ministry  of  Works  have  undertaken  adaptations  and  maintenance  but,  owing  to  the 
difficulties  prevailing  generally  in  the  building  trade,  work  has  been  very  slow.  The  flat  roofs 
of  the  buildings  had  all  to  be  asphalted  and  this  is  now  almost  completed. 

Staff  difficulties  have  been  overcome  to  a  remarkable  degree  largely  owing  to  the  assistance 
rendered  by  part-time  nursing  staff  and  it  has  been  possible  to  expand  the  hospital  to  almost  100 
beds.  Equipment  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  now  arriving  in  large  quantities  and, 
providing  additional  nursing  staff  can  be  obtained,  it  appears  as  though  the  hospital  is  on  the 
point  of  development  to  the  size  originally  intended,  that  is,  300-360  beds.  It  is  a  little  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  the  Public  Health  Committee  will  not  be  able  to  see  their  plans  for  the  development 
of  this  hospital  fully  completed,  but  they  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  will  be 
handing  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  something  more  than  the  nucleus  of  what  may  well  prove 
to  be  the  largest  hospital  in  the  area. 

During  the  first  year’s  working  there  were  784  admissions  and  687  discharges  and  there  has 
been  a  constant  number  of  40-50  male  tuberculosis  patients,  which  has,  of  course,  been  of  the 
utmost  assistance  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  reducing  his  waiting  list  of  patients  requiring 
institutional  treatment. 

Marlborough  Children’s  Convalescent  Home. 

Mention  has  already  been  made,  in  my  report  as  School  Medical  Officer,  of  this  Home.  The 
number  of  children  has  now  been  reduced  to  80,  this  being  the  maximum  number  which  could  be 
dealt  with  efficiently  and  within  the  capacity  of  the  present  buildings. 
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During  the  war  a  large  proportion  of  healthy  Public  Assistance  cases  had  been  admitted,  but 
increasing  use  is  once  again  being  made  of  the  facilities  for  convalescent  children  and  at  present 
rather  more  than  half  the  children  in  the  Home  are  those  needing  convalescent  treatment. 

St.  Margaret’s  Hospital. 

The  work  in  this  hospital  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  year  and  there  has  been  an 
average  occupation  of  150  beds  out  of  a  total  accommodation  of  250  beds. 


Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  G.W.R.  Medical  Fund  Society  and  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  Hospital  continues  to  fulfil  a  very  real  need  in  the  area. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  has  not  yet  recognised  St.  Margaret’s  as  a  complete  training 
school,  but  when  the  structural  alterations  are  completed  it  is  hoped  that  recognition  may  be 
forthcoming. 


Corsham  Maternity  Home. — 13  beds 

Berryfieed  House  Maternity  Home, 
Bradford-on- Avon. — 35  beds. 


Detailed  reference  to  these  hospitals  appears 
under  “  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.” 


Greenways  Maternity  Home,  Chippenham 


Harnwood  Hospital,  Salisbury. — 50  beds,  including  shelters.  Further  details  appear  under 
“  Tuberculosis.” 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Ogbourne  St.  George. — 30  beds.  For  further  details  see  “  Smallpox.” 


Pewsey  Colony  Certified  Institution. — 401 
beds. 

Potterne  Hostel. — 18  beds. 

Purton  Institution. — 48  beds. 


Detailed  reference  to  these  institutions  appears 
-  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mental  Defi¬ 
ciency  Acts  Committee. 


Public  Assistance  Infirmaries. 


Accommodation  for  chronic  sick  in  infirmaries  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  is 
provided  as  follows  : — 


Amesbury  Institution  ... 
Chippenham  Institution 
St.  James’  Home,  Devizes 
The  Dodge,  Semington 
Salisbury  Institution  ... 
Stratton  St.  Margaret  Institution 
Warminster  Institution 


45  beds. 
145  „ 

51  „ 

80  „ 
109  „ 

36  „ 

94  .. 


Chronic  sick  patients  are  accommodated  in  two  of  the  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital  Huts  and  at 
the  present  time  arrangements  are  being  completed  to  transfer  75  male  chronic  sick  patients  from 
the  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  Infirmaries  to  Odstock  Hospital. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  have  been  no  substantial  changes  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  during  the 
year,  although  much  time  has  been  spent  on  the  preparation  of  the  County  Council’s  proposals 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  those  parts  of  the  service  which  will  remain  the  Council’s 
responsibility  after  its  inception.  The  Council  will  also  become  responsible  for  the  service  in  the 
City  of  Salisbury  and  Borough  of  Swindon,  hitherto  autonomous  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
areas.  It  is  proposed  that  the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  service  in  the  latter  area  shall 
be  carried  out  by  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  but  that  the 
service  in  the  remainder  of  the  County  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  administered  directly  by  the 
Health  Committee. 
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Certain  innovations,  such  as  the  opening  of  additional  Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
covered  by  the  Council’s  proposals,  have  already' been  made  and  comment  will  be  found  under  the 
appropriate  headings  which  follow. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Nursing  Services. 

General  Administration  of  Domiciliary  Service  Under  Midwives  Act,  1936. — The 
domiciliary  midwifery  and  maternity  nursing  service,  which  is  mainly  provided  by  District  Nursing 
Associations,  co-ordinated  by  the  County  Nursing  Association,  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  Council’s  area,  in  spite  of  the  continued  shortage  of  midwives. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  extent  of  the  domiciliary  service  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of  Cases 

attended  as  : 

Category. 

Midwife. 

Maternity  Nurse. 

Total. 

County  Council  Midwives 

337 

79 

416 

Midwives  of  District  Nursing  Associations  ... 

1641 

578 

2219 

Private  Midwives 

30 

30 

60 

Totals  ...  ...  ... 

2008 

687 

2695 

The  number  of  midwives  in  private  domiciliary  practice  in  the  County  is  now  only  nine,  and 
it  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  above  that  the  average  extent  of  practice  is  very  little. 

The  training  of  both  County  and  Nursing  Association  midwives  in  gas  and  air  analgesia  has 
proceeded  as  rapidly  as  the  number  of  vacancies  in  training  schools,  including  the  Council’s  Mater¬ 
nity  Home  at  Berryfield  House,  Bradford-on- Avon,  has  permitted.  The  result  was  that,  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  37  domiciliary  midwives  were  so  qualified. 


Midwives  in  Institutions. — The  work  of  midwives  in  institutions  is  shown  in  the  table 
below  : — 


Category. 

No.  of  Cases 

attended  as  : 

Total. 

Midwife. 

Maternity  Nurse. 

County  Council  Midwives 

482 

257 

739 

Midwives  of  District  Nursing  Associations  ... 

995 

210 

1205 

Private  Midwives 

116 

752 

868 

Totals 

1593 

1219 

2812 

The  number  of  midwives  in  private  practice  in  institutions  such  as  private  nursing  homes 
at  the  end  of  1947  was  13,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  they  attended  an  average  number 
of  67  cases  each  during  the  year. 

Midwives  in  institutions  qualified  in  gas  and  air  analgesia  numbered  15  at  the  end  of  1947. 

Mid  wives  Act,  1918. — Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  midwives  on  1,019  occasions,  706 
of  these  calls  being  for  domiciliary  cases  and  313  for  institutional  cases.  The  total  represents 
28%  of  the  cases  attended  by  midwives  as  such,  compared  with  25%  in  1946. 
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Medicai,  Ante-Natal  Care. 

Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinics. — The  following  three  consultant  Clinics  have  continued  in 
service  throughout  the  year.  These  clinics  were  primarily  established  for  consultative  use  either 
by  doctors  or  midwives,  but  the  clinics  at  Swindon  and  Salisbury  combine  with  this  the  functions 
of  ordinary  ante-natal  clinics  since  cases  entering  the  respective  Maternity  Hospitals  are  examined 
there,  thus  increasing  the  numbers  attending  much  beyond  purely  consultative  cases. 


Area. 

Clinic. 

Sessions. 

Obstetrician 

Attending. 

Northern  . 

37,  Milton  Road,  Swindon 

Every  Wednesday,  2.0  p.m. 

Dr.  G.  Roworth, 

“  Ridgway,”  Westlecott 
Road,  Swindon. 

Western  . 

County  Council  Clinic, 

The  Halve,  Trowbridge 

First  Wednesday  in  month, 
2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  A.  Leech-Wilkinson, 
28,  The  Circus,  Bath. 

Southern  . 

General  Infirmary, 
Salisbury 

Every  Tuesday  at  10.30  ... 
(Also  Thursdays  at  11.30 
for  cases  booked  to 
enter  Infirmary). 

Dr.  J.  C.  Gordon, 

Endless  Street,  Salisbury 

Other  Ante-Natal  Clinics. — In  anticipation  of  the  facilities  which  will  be  required  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  the  following  additional  Ante-Natal  Clinics  have  been  opened  :  — 


Clinic. 

Sessions. 

Obstetrician  Attending. 

Corsham. 

County  Council  Clinic,  Fuller  Avenue 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays,  2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  I.  MacMath. 

Devizes. 

Boy  Scouts’  Hall  ...  ...  ...  *  ... 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2.30  p.m. 

do. 

Trowbridge. 

County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve 

Every  Wednesday  except  1st, 

do. 

Cricklade. 

Red  Cross  Hut,  High  Street 

3.30  p.m. 

2nd  Tuesday,  3  p.m. 

Dr.  G.  Roworth. 

Wootton  Bassett. 

British  Legion  Room,  Sparrow  Lane 

4th  Tuesday,  3  p.m. 

do. 

Medical  Examination  by  General  Practitioners. — The  limited  and  experimental  scheme  which 
has  been  in  operation  for  some  years  for  the  medical  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examination  of 
midwifery  patients  entering  the  Corsham  Maternity  Home  by  the  practitioner  who  would  attend 
the  confinement  if  required  has  proved  very  successful,  and  its  extension  to  all  rural  areas  in  the 
County  beyond  reach  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  is  proposed  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Under  the  present  scheme  150  expectant  mothers  were  medically  examined  during  1947,  in 
most  cases  twice,  and  95  re-examined  after  confinement.  Every  effort  is  made,  through  the  work 
of  Health  Visitors,  to  ensure  post-natal  examination  in  every  case,  but  a  proportion  of  mothers, 
as  the  figures  show,  refuse  post-natal  examination. 

Consultations  in  Complicated  Maternity  Cases. — The  three  consultant  obstetricians 
named  in  the  table  above  are  also  available,  on  request,  for  consultations  at  County  expense  in 
patients’  homes  or  local  hospitals,  or  for  operative  work  in  the  latter.  During  1947  consultations 
were  arranged  in  16  cases  and  7  operations  performed. 
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Birth  Control  Clinic. — The  arrangements  instituted  in  1936  with  the  Married  Women’s 
Advisory  Clinic,  Salisbury,  for  the  attendance  of  approved  cases  from  the  County  area  at  the 
Clinic  continued  in  operation,  and  some  23  attendances  were  made.  These  arrangements  are 
strictly  limited,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  married  women  in 
whose  cases  pregnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health. 

If  necessary  the  travelling  expenses  of  County  patients  attending  this  Clinic  are  repaid  by 
the  Council. 

Ancillary  Services. — Facilities  exist  for  X-ray  examinations  of  ante-natal  cases  in  the 
Northern,  Western,  and  Southern  areas  of  the  County  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Stratton,  the 
Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath,  and  the  Salisbury  Infirmary,  respectively.  There  are  also  arrange¬ 
ments  for  pathological  examinations,  for  the  supply  of  special  preparations  in  necessitous  cases, 
and  for  the  dental  treatment  of  any  expectant  or  nursing  mother,  or  child  under  five,  who  lacks 
it  on  account  of  poverty. 

Home-Help  Scheme.— Our  efforts  to  recruit  additional  personnel  for  the  home-help  scheme 
brought  the  number  of  part-time  home-helps  in  employment  at  the  end  of  1947  to  a  total  of  five, 
but  many  more  are  required. 

Service  was  provided  in  19  cases  during  the  year. 

Institutional  Provision. 

County  Maternity  Homes. — The  maternity  beds  provided  by  the  County  Council  are  showm 
in  the  following  table.  Berryfield  House  Maternity  Home,  Bradford-on- Avon,  and  the  Corsham 
Maternity  Home  are  maintained  directly  by  the  County  Council.  The  Swindon  Maternity  Home 
is  maintained  jointly  with  the  Swindon  Borough  Council  and,  in  the  case  of  the  other  voluntary 
Hospitals  named,  the  County  Council  has  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  beds  as  required. 


Home. 

Total 

Beds. 

Beds  for  C.C. 
Cases. 

No.  of  C.C. 
Cases 
admitted 
during  1947. 

No.  of  other 

Cases  admitted 
during  1947. 

Total. 

Berryfield  House,  Bradford- 
on-Avon 

30 

Up  to  maximum 

477 

40  Swindon  Town 

13  Salisbury  City 

530 

Corsham  Maternity  Home 

13 

13 

236 

— 

236 

Swindon  Maternity  Home 

33 

5 

168 

604 

772 

Malmesbury  and  District 
Hospital 

7 

As  required 

3 

105 

108 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary  ... 

30 

As  required 

125 

569 

694 

Trowbridge  and  District 
Hospital 

13 

As  required 

50 

166 

216 

Totals  . 

126 

1059 

1497 

2556 

In  my  last  Report  reference  was  made  to  the  proposed  purchase  of  a  mansion  near  Chippenham 
for  the  purpose  of  conversion  to  a  Maternity  Home  of  about  sixteen  beds,  and  the  purchase  was 
completed  in  1947.  Unfortunately  there  has  been  considerable  delay,  due  to  causes  outside  the 
control  of  the  County  Council,  in  proceeding  with  the  actual  structural  alterations  necessary,  and 
it  does  not  now  appear  likely  that  this  Home  will  be  opened  before  the  County  Council  loses  its 
power  to  provide  maternity  homes  on  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  in  July  next. 

For  similar  reasons  the  conversion  of  that  part  of  the  ex-military  hospital  at  Odstock  which  it 
is  proposed  to  use  as  a  maternity  unit  has  not  yet  begun  although,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  has  agreed  to  the  considerable  expenditure  which  will  be  necessary  in  altering 
these  buildings  for  some  60  maternity  beds.  It  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  begin  in  the  course 
of  the  next  few  months. 
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The  proposal,  mentioned  in  my  last  Report,  to  provide  maternity  beds  at  Devizes  and  District 
Hospital  by  conversion  of  an  existing  building  unfortunately  did  not  materialise,  and  the  use 
of  another  existing  building  for  this  purpose  is  under  consideration  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  at 
the  time  of  writing. 

Hospital  Treatment  of  Infectious  Conditions. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations. — Nineteen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  in  the 
Council’s  maternity  and  child  welfare  area  during  1947,  eleven  being  domiciliary  cases  and  eight 
institutional.  Eleven  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  isolation  hospitals  for  segregation  and  treat¬ 
ment  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Regulations. — Eleven  cases  were  notified  during  1947,  all  occurring 
in  domiciliary  practice.  In-patient  treatment  was  provided  under  the  County  scheme  in  six  cases. 
Reports  showed  no  impairment  of  vision  in  any  of  the  notified  cases. 

Child  Welfare. 

Notification  of  Births.— The  total  of  births  notified  in  the  County  area,  excluding  Swindon  and 
Salisbury,  wras  4,300.  This  figure  compares  with  4,431  during  1946. 

The  number  of  stillbirths  notified  during  1946,  included  in  the  above  figure,  was  76.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  1946  was  97.  The  1947  figure  compares  very  favourably  indeed  with  the 
average  during  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  war,  which  exceeded  100  in  spite  of  the  much 
lower  birth  rate. 

Premature  Infants. — The  sets  of  equipment  available  in  twelve  centres  for  loan  to  midwives 
needing  them  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  in  their  own  homes  have  continued  to  be  in  con¬ 
siderable  demand.  Eighty  of  the  93  infants  born  at  home  in  1947  with  weight  of  541b.  or  less 
were  wholly  nursed  there.  The  number  born  in  institutions  was  94. 

Statistics  kept  for  1947  show  that,  of  the  187  infants  born  with  weight  of  5 Jib.  or  less,  150 
survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Health  Visiting. — The  County  staff  of  whole-time  Health  Visitors  was  increased  to  13,  and 
there  are  75  part-time  Health  Visitors.  These  nurses  paid  32,295  visits  to  infants  under  one  and 
35,787  visits  to  infants  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  during  1947. 

Registered  Foster-Homes.- — At  the  end  of  1947  there  were  57  children  under  statutory  super¬ 
vision  in  48  individual  homes.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  61  children 
in  54  homes.  The  moral  welfare  workers  are  meeting  constantly  increasing  difficulty  in  finding 
suitable  foster-homes  in  which  to  place  the  children  of  unmarried  mothers. 

The  general  standard  of  homes  under  supervision  is  good,  and  it  is  rarely  necessary  now  to 
advise,  or  compel,  the  removal  of  children  from  foster-homes  notified  to  the  Welfare  Authority. 
All  but  one  of  the  foster-homes  in  the  County  receives  children  on  a  more  or  less  individual  basis. 
The  one  exception  is  a  privately- organised  nursery  of  a  high  standard. 

Reference  to  voluntary  nurseries  registered  with  the  Welfare  Authority  will  be  found  under 
the  heading  of  Residential  Nurseries  below. 

Adoption  of  Children  ( Regulation )  Act,  1939  :  Section  7. — Notice  was  received  under  this  Act 
of  nine  children  during  1947.  All  the  homes  concerned  were  satisfactory  from  the  reports  received 
from  the  County  Health  Visitors,  who  exercise  similar  supervision  until  adoption  is  completed  as 
in  the  case  of  children  received  into  registered  foster-homes. 

Illegitimate  Children. — The  Council’s  subsidy  to  the  Salisbury  Diocesan  Association  for  the 
provision  of  three  additional  Welfare  Workers  has  been  continued.  Their  work  is  co-ordinated 
with  that  of  the  County  Council  through  a  County  Health  Visitor  attached  to  the  administrative 
staff.  During  the  year  68  women  were  admitted  to  the  Girls’  Hostel  at  Devizes  organised  by  the 
Diocesan  Association  and  subsidised  by  the  County  Council.  Cases  for  confinement  from  this 
Hostel  are  admitted  to  the  Council’s  Maternity  Home  at  Bradford-on- Avon.  The  Hostel  has 
accommodation  for  14  cases,  6  ante-natal  and  8  post-natal. 
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Infant  Welfare  and  Weighing  Centres. — There  are  now  34  Infant  Welfare  and  41  Infant  Weigh¬ 
ing  Centres  in  the  County  area. 

Particulars  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  the  attendances  made  there  during  1947  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Centre. 

Day  of  Month  and 
Time  Centre  is  open. 

Names  of  Medical 
Officer  and  Nurse. 

Remarks. 

Number  of 
Attendances 
in  1947. 

Amesbury. 

Antrobus  Hall. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 
2.30 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Hammond  and 
District  Nurse 

Dr.  Hammond  attends 
3rd  Tuesday 

V 

260 

Ashton  Keynes  and 
Leigh. 

Parish  Hall. 

1st  Wednesday, 

3  p.m. 

Dr.  Thomson  and 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  each 
session 

164 

Box. 

Methodist  School¬ 
room. 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Scott  and 

District  Nurse 

Dr.  Scott  attends 

2nd  Friday 

890 

BOXFIEEDS. 

Community  Centre 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Scott  and 
fMrs.  Ladd 

Dr.  Scott  attends 

1st  Friday 

222 

B  RAD  FORD  -ON- A  VON. 
Church  House, 

Church  Street. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 

2  p.m. 

fDr.  J.  Murray, 
fMiss  Francis  and 
District  Nurses 

Dr.  Murray  attends 

1st  Tuesday 

952 

Bromham. 

The  Huts. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednes¬ 
days,  2.30 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Urquhart  and 
District  Nurse. 

Dr.  Urquhart  attends 
2nd  Wednesday. 

*  * 

CarnE. 

Baptist  Schoolroom, 
Castle  Street. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednes¬ 
days,  2 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Urquhart  and 
fMrs.  Ladd 

Dr.  Urquhart  attends 
every  session 

398 

Chippenham. 

St.  Andrew’s  Church 
Hall. 

Bvery  Tuesday  (except 
1st  Tuesday  in  alter¬ 
nate  months), 

2 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Broomhead 
fMiss  MacNeil, 
fand  Mrs.  Pilch 

Dr.  Broomhead  attends 
every  session 

2716 

CORSHAM. 

County  Council 

Clinic. 

Bvery  Thursday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Scott, 
fMiss  Ferman 

Dr.  Scott  attends 
every  session 

2473 

Crickeade. 

Town  Hall. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays, 
2.30 — 4  p.m. 

Dr.  Thomson,  and 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  2nd. 
Thursday 

399 

Devizes. 

Wesleyan  School¬ 
room,  Long  Street 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  (if 
any)  Thursdays, 
2.30—4  p.m.  ' 

fDr.  Hammond  and 
fMiss  Tilt 

Dr.  Hammond  attends 
every  session 

721 

Downton. 

Youth  and  Social 
Centre  Clubroom. 

Alternate  Fridays, 
2.15—4  p.m. 

Dr.  B.  Whitehead,  jun. 
District  Nurses 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

855 

Durrington. 

Village  Hall. 

Bvery  Thursday  except 
1st,  2.30 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Hammond  and 
District  Nurse. 

Dr.  Hammond  attends 
2nd  Thursday. 

** 

Bast  Knoyee. 

Village  Hall. 

1st  Wednesday, 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Beck  or 
-  Dr.  O.  Hart  (alternate 
period  of  6  months). 
District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  each 
session 

179 

High  worth. 

The  Rifle  Range. 

Alternate  Tuesdays, 
1.30—3.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Gilmore  and 
District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  every 
other  session. 

2153 
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Centre. 

Day  of  Month  and 
Time  Centre  is  open. 

Names  of  Medical 
Officer  and  Nurse. 

Remarks. 

Number  of 
Attendances 
in  1947. 

IvANDFORD. 

Women’s  Institute 
Hut. 

1st  Friday,  2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  B.  Whitehead,  jun. 
District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session,  except  when 
engaged  at  Downton 
Centre. 

72 

(Re-opened 
July  4,  1947) 

LAVERSTOCK. 

Hill  Hall. 

1st  Wednesday, 

2.30 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Hammond, 
fMiss  Sainsbury. 

Dr.  Hammond  attends 
every  session 

201 

IvAVINGTON. 

Wesleyan  School¬ 
room,  Littleton 

Panel. 

1st  Friday, 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Skene  and 

District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

175 

Ludgershaee. 

The  Sports  Club, 
Tidworth  Road. 

Last  Tuesday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Dr.  Gauld  and 

District  Nurses 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

297 

MAEMESBURY. 

Parish  Hall. 

1st  Saturday, 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Penman,  Dr.  Hodge 
and  Dr.  Winch 
(annual  rotation). 
District  Nurses. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

186 

Mareborough. 

Red  Cross  and 

St.  John’s  Hall. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 
2—4  p.m. 

fDr.  Johnson, 

District  Nurses. 

Dr.  Johnson  attends 
every  session. 

289 

Meeksham. 

Old  Bank  House. 

Alternate  Thursdays, 
2.30—4.30  p.m. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Schofield, 
District  Nurses. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

1040 

Mere. 

Lecture  Hall, 
Salisbury  Street. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays, 
alternating  every  six 
months  with  1st  and 
3rd  Tuesdays, 
2.30—4.15  p.m. 

Dr.  O.  Hart  with 

Dr.  B.  W.  Alexander 
in  6-monthly  rotation. 
District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

845 

Nether a von 

Parish  Hall. 

1st  Tuesdav, 

2.30—4  p.m. 

fDr.  Hammond, 

District  Nurse. 

Dr.  Hammond  attends 
every  session. 

** 

PURTON. 

Red  House. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays, 
2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

fDr.  Urquhart, 

District  Nurses. 

Dr.  Urquhart  attends 
attends  2nd  Tuesday. 

** 

Ramsbury. 

Fellowship  House. 

1st  Thursday, 

2.15 — 3.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Mills. 

District  Nurse 

M.O.  attends  every 
session. 

143 

SemeEy  &  Sedgehiee. 
Baptist  Schoolroom, 
Semley. 

Last  Wednesday, 

2.30  p.m. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Chapman. 
District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session 

63 

Stratton  St.  Mar¬ 
garet. 

Methodist  School¬ 
room,  Lower  Stratton 

Alternate  Thursdays, 
2.30  p.m. 

fDr.  Johnson, 
fMrs.  Lumley 

District  Nurses. 

Dr.  Johnson  attends 

1st  Thursday. 

558 

Tisbtjry. 

Red  Cross  Hut, 

New  Road. 

2nd  Tuesday,  3  p.m. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Beck, 

District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session. 

289 

Trowbridge. 

County  Council 

Clinic,  The  Halve. 

Every  Tuesday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(Weighing  Clinic  also 
held  every  Thursday, 
2—4  p.m.) 

fDr.  Scott, 
f Mrs.  Fielding, 

§Mrs.  Pressler. 

Dr.  Scott  attends 
every  session. 

2829 
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Centre. 

Day  of  Month  and 
Time  Centre  is  open. 

Names  of  Medical 
Officer  and  Nurse. 

Remarks. 

Number  of 
Attendances 
in  1947. 

Warminster. 

Town  Hall. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 
2.30—4  p.m. 

fDr.  Morgan, 

[Mrs.  J.  Bitten. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session. 

409 

WESTBURY. 

Congregational 

Schoolroom, 

Leigh  Road. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays, 
2—4  p.m. 

fDr.  Morgan, 

District  Nurse. 

Dr.  Morgan  attends 

1st  Monday. 

529 

WieTon. 

Dr.  Lane’s  Surgery, 
West  Lodge. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Dr.  S.  C.  H.  Lane,  and 
District  Nurse. 

M.O.  attends  every 
session. 

522 

Wootton  Bassett. 
British  Legion  Room, 
Sparrow  Lane. 

1st,  3rd,  and  5th  (if 
any)  Tuesdays, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

fDr.  Urquhart, 

§Mrs.  Sherrin. 

Dr.  Urquhart  attends 
every  session. 

685 

(Most  of  the  Centres  are  closed  during  August). 

•[Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  f County  Council  Health  Visitor. 

§County  Council  Midwife. 

**These  Centres  did  not  commence  to  operate  as  Infant  Welfare  Centres  until  1948. 

Bight  of  these  Centres  are  organised  directly  by  the  Council  and  the  remainder  by  voluntary 
effort.  Financial,  and  other  assistance  by  way  of  provision  of  Medical  Officer  or  premises,  is 
given  to  24  of  the  voluntary  Centres. 

Posters  and  leaflets  on  home  safety  measures  and  various  health  subjects  are  issued  at  intervals 
to  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  these  Centres  are  encouraged  to  give  short 
addresses  on  subjects  of  this  kind  to  the  mothers.  It  is  hoped  thus  not  only  to  stimulate  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Centres  but  also  to  reach,  by  these  addresses,  the  section  of  the  public  most  directly 
concerned. 

Supply  of  Infant  Foods  and  Vitamin  Preparations.— In  addition  to  the  normal  supplies  of 
Government  Dried  Milk,  one  or  other  of  the  proprietary  brands  of  humanised  dried  milks  is  avail¬ 
able,  when  prescribed  by  the  Medical  Officer,  at  reduced  prices  at  most  of  the  larger  Welfare  Centres, 
and  also,  in  many  cases,  other  Baby  Foods  and  preparations  such  as  Roboleine  and  Virol. 

The  Government  vitamin  preparations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  are  distributed  through 
a  comprehensive  system  of  centres  throughout  the  County  organised  by  the  County  Health  Visitors 
and  linked  as  far  as  possible  with  the  existing  Welfare  and  Weighing  Centres. 

Day  Nursery. — The  Day  Nursery  situated  at  Trowbridge  has  continued  in  operation  through¬ 
out  the  year.  The  children  placed  there  are  mainly  those  of  women  employed  full-time  in  the 
town,  although  a  few  are  children  of  local  part-time  employees.  The  attendance  has  been  generally 
satisfactory  and  there  is  usually  a  waiting  list  of  children  for  the  nursery.  The  number  of  approved 
places  is  40.  This  Nursery  undoubtedly  continues  to  meet  a  need  at  the  present  time  in  the 
Trowbridge  area,  where  the  expense  of  its  maintenance  is  justified  by  the  demand. 

Residential  Nurseries. — The  last  of  the  war-time  Residential  Nurseries  set  up  in  the  County 
under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  has  been  closed.  There  remain  in  the  County  six 
permanent  Nurseries  of  voluntary  associations  registered  under  Section  206  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  These  nurseries  have  accommodation  for  some  170  children. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  has  also  assumed  responsibility  for  a  group  of  some  40  healthy 
children  in  the  Marlborough  Convalescent  Home.  It  is  intended  also  to  set  up  a  Residential 
Nursery  in  the  North  of  the  County  for  about  30  children  in  a  large  country  house  which  has  been 
purchased  and  which  is  to  be  adapted.  Owing  to  difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  necessary  adapta¬ 
tions  without  undue  delay,  in  the  first  place  this  nursery  will  be  opened  with  a  somewhat  smaller 
group  of  children,  whom  it  will  be  possible  to  receive  without  much  alteration  of  the  premises. 
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Treatment  of  Infants. 

There  has  been  little  diminution  in  the  number  of  infants  under  treatment  under  the  various 
County  schemes  generally,  and  the  number  examined  under  the  County  Ophthalmic  Scheme  was 
actually  greater  than  in  1946.  The  pressure  of  work  is  greater  than  the  Clinics  can  readily  meet 
and  consequently  there  is  often  some  delay  in  examinations  being  arranged,  especially  under  the 
Orthopaedic  Scheme.  As  far  as  possible  this  difficulty  is  met  by  a  system  of  priority  for  the  more 
urgent  cases,  but  this  is  not,  of  course,  a  complete  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Orthopcedic  Scheme. — The  general  outline  of  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme  remains  the  same  as  in 
late  years,  seven  out-patient  clinics  medically  staffed  and  organised  in  conjunction  with  the  Bath 
and  Wessex  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  where  in-patient  treatment  is  provided.  The  following  table 
gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  for  children  under  school  age  during  1947  : — 


Name  of  Clinic. 

Number  of  cases 
examined  at 

Clinic  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of 
Attendances  at 
Clinic  made  during 
the  year. 

Number  of  cases  treated 
in  hospital. 

Chippenham 

77 

304 

4 

Corsham 

32 

126 

2 

Devizes 

52 

225 

4 

Malmesbury 

42 

119 

1 

Salisbury 

91 

329 

3 

Swindon 

49 

204 

7 

Trowbridge 

133 

519 

5 

Totals 

476 

1826 

26 

Two-hundred  and  thirty-one  of  the  cases  in  the  above  table  were  first  reported  during  1947, 
the  remainder  being  children  who  had  received  treatment  in  previous  years,  and  for  whom  further 
treatment  and  after-care  were  necessary. 

Of  all  the  cases  treated  during  the  year,  129  were  congenital  defects  and  deformities,  60  were 
cases  of  rickets,  nine  were  old  poliomyelitis  cases  and  16  spastic  and  other  paralytic  conditions. 
The  remainder  were  miscellaneous,  such  as  cases  of  bow  legs,  flat  feet,  etc. 

The  County  Council  bore  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances  in  many  instances  and  also  the  cost 
of  massage  recommended  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

Ophthalmic  Scheme. — One  hundred  and  fifty-four  infants  were  examined  during  1947.  Two- 
hundred  and  fifty- two  attendances  were  made  at  the  out-patient  clinics  which  are  held  at  con¬ 
venient  centres  throughout  the  County,  and  five  children  were  admitted  as  in-patients  to  the 
hospitals  to  which  the  County  Oculists  are  attached.  The  large  majority  of  cases  treated  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  simple  cases  of  squint.  Most  of  these  cases  were  found  in  the  first  place  by  the  Health 
Visitors  in  the  course  of  their  routine  visiting  or  reported  from  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Scheme. — One- hundred  and  four  infants  were  examined  at  the  eight 
Bar,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics  held  in  various  parts  of  the  County,  principally  for  school  children. 
Fifty-six  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  in  47  of  these  cases  operations  were  performed  ; 
in  the  remainder  treatment  by  drugs,  etc.  only  was  given. 

Penicillin  therapy  has  rapidly  taken  its  place  in  ear,  nose  and  throat  treatment,  together 
with  the  drugs  of  the  sulphonamide  group  which  were  earlier  introduced,  but  surgery  still  plays 
its  part  in  this  important  service  for  child  health. 

Convalescent  Home,  Marlborough. — Some  twenty- two  infants  recommended  by  Medical  Officers 
of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  local  practitioners  were  admitted  during  the  year  for  treatment,  in 
many  cases  nutritional.  The  cots  available  for  sick  children  in  this  Home  meet  a  real  need,  but, 
as  remarked  in  my  last  Report,  many  more  could  be  used. 
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Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

During  1947  two  new  registrations  were  made,  one  relating  to  a  new  private  Nursing  Home 
and  the  other  a  new  Voluntary  Hospital.  No  applications  were  refused.  Two  private  homes 
were  closed  voluntarily,  and  there  are  still  on  the  register  many  private  Homes  previously  volun¬ 
tarily  closed  for  various  reasons.  The  active  list  shows  a  total  of  17  private  Nursing  Homes, 
providing  59  maternity  and  109  other  beds,  and  11  Voluntary  Hospitals,  with  56  maternity  and 
536  other  beds. 

Regular  inspection  of  the  registered  private  Nursing  Homes  continues  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MILK  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  Milk  Producers  in  Wiltshire  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,400  approx. 

No.  of  T.T.  Producers  in  Wiltshire  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  514 

No.  of  Accredited  Producers  in  Wiltshire  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  698 


Veterinary  Inspection  of  Herds  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture . 


No.  of  Herds 
Inspected. 

No.  of  Cattle 
Examined. 

No.  of  Cattle 
dealt  with  under 
Tuberculosis  Order. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

630  (537) 

52,410  (41,279) 

4  ,  (-) 

Accredited 

950  (830) 

34,980  (34,908) 

9  (22) 

Non-Designated  ... 

1,863  (1,789) 

40,799  (41,781) 

29  (33) 

The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  year  1946. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  examined  during  the  year, 
but  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  cattle  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 


Arrangements  for  the  Examination  of  Milk  Samples. 

The  arrangements  for  the  examination  of  milk  samples  have  continued  unchanged. 

Biological  tests  for  tubercle  bacilli  are  undertaken  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
Salisbury  General  Infirmary  under  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  free  of  cost  to  the 
County  Council. 

Routine  samples  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  for  submission  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  B.  Coli  tests,  and  pasteurised  and  heat-treated  milk  samples  taken 
under  Defence  Regulation  55  G.  are  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Laboratory  at  Bristol. 

The  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measures  continue  to  subject  samples  of  milk  to  sedimentation 
tests,  and  the  pads  are  submitted  to  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  who  refers  unsatisfactory 
cases  to  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46. 

In  November,  1945,  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby  farm  inspections  and  routine  milk 
sampling  were  delegated  to  the  Wiltshire  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  past  year. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  the  County 
Council  will  no  longer  be  the  licensing  authority  under  the  above  Regulations  for  producers  of 
raw  designated  milks.  There  is  still  no  definite  information,  however,  as  to  the  date  on  which 
these  measures  are  to  take  effect,  and  the  continued  uncertainty  must  be  a  matter  for  regret- 
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The  figures  shown  below  indicate  that  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  T.T.  producers 
continues,  whilst  the  number  of  Accredited  milk  producers  is  practically  stationary. 


Licences  in  force 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Accredited 

671 

799 

916 

941 

890 

879 

874 

854 

818 

698 

679 

T.T . 

100 

117 

140 

133 

126 

132 

184 

268 

348 

408 

514 

Total  ... 

771 

916 

1056 

1074 

1016 

1011 

1058 

1122 

1166 

1106 

1193 

Summary  of  Work  During  1947. 

Number  of  new  licences  granted  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 

Number  of  licences  suspended  or  revoked  by  Milk  Committee  : — 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 

Number  of  routine  milk  samples  examined  ... 

Number  which  complied  with  prescribed  standard  ... 

Number  which  did  not  comply  with  prescribed  standard  ... 


148 

96 

17 

34 

6,508 

5,142 

1,366 


Pasteurised  and  Heat-Treated  Milk. 

The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  co-operates  with  the  local  inspectors  in  supervision  in 
sampling  of  plants  for  the  pasteurisation  and  heat-treatment  of  milk. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  samples  failing  to  comply 

Plants. 

Samples  taken. 

with  prescribed  standard. 

Pasteurising  Plant 

6 

144 

5 

Heat-Treating  Plants... 

2 

21 

1 

T  otal  ...  ... 

8 

165 

6 

Tuberculous  Milk. 

Two  cases  of  tubercle-infected  milk  were  reported  by  Authorities  outside  the  County  during 
the  year.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  consequent  investigations  did  not  reveal  any  infected 
cattle  in  either  case. 

The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  submitted  497  samples  for  biological  examination,  of  which 
7  (1.4%)  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  As  a  result  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s 
investigations  at  the  farms  concerned,  7  animals  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Other  Investigations. 

During  the  year  13  notifications  regarding  cattle  which  were  found  on  slaughter  to  be  affected 
with  tuberculosis  were  received  from  other  Authorities. 

As  a  result  of  these  notifications,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  veterinary  staff  conducted 
investigations  at  the  farms  concerned  and  7  animals  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

All  cattle  found  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  veterinary  staff  to  be  affected  with  scheduled 
diseases  are  reported  to  me  and  a  notification  is  sent  advising  the  producer  of  his  obligations 
regarding  the  disposal  of  the  milk  from  these  animals. 

In  addition  to  reports  submitted  by  district  medical  officers,  local  sanitary  inspectors,  milk 
depots,  etc.,  regarding  the  incidence  of  mastitis,  cowpox,  etc.,  in  cattle,  notifications  are  received 
of  cases  of  undulant  fever,  juvenile  tuberculosis,  etc.,  in  which  the  milk  supply  might  be  a  source 
of  infection.  All  such  notifications  are  followed  up  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
necessary  advice  or  instructions  given  to  producers  relating  to  the  safeguarding  of  the  milk  supply. 
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Defects  in  Premises. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  veterinary  inspectors  are  asked  to  report  unsatisfactory  features 
noted  during  the  course  of  their  visits  to  licensed  and  non-designated  farms.  Reports  in  respect 
of  the  latter  are  referred  to  the  local  sanitary  inspectors,  whilst  complaints  regarding  licensed 
premises  are  referred  to  the  Wiltshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  investigation  by 
their  Dairy  Advisory  Officers. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

Supplies  of  fresh  milk  to  all  County  Schools  have  been  maintained,  though  in  the  case  of 
some  rural  schools  only  with  considerable  difficulty. 

Efforts  have  been  continued  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  and  it  was  hoped 
to  show  a  considerable  advance  since  last  year  toward  the  complete  elimination  of  supplies  below 
T.T.  standard.  There  remains,  however,  a  number  of  schools  in  which  every  effort  to  provide 
a  supply  of  pasteurised  or  T.T.  milk  has  so  far  failed,  and  it  is  difficult  to  visualise  success  in  this 
matter  in  small  rural  schools  unless  some  additional  inducement  is  offered  to  suppliers. 

The  position  at  present  is  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  or  Heat-Treated  milk  supplied  to 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ,,  ,, 

Other  milk  ,,  ,, 

Co-operation  with  Local  Sanitary  Authorities. 

An  arrangement  is  in  force  whereby  the  local  sanitary  inspectors  are  informed  of  the  times 
of  pre-licence  advisory  visits  paid  by  the  officers  of  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  in  connection 
with  the  issue  of  T.T.  and  Accredited  Eicences.  By  this  means  the  local  sanitary  inspector  can 
state  the  requirements  of  his  authority  under  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Order,  1926,  at  the  same  time 
as  the  structural  and  other  alterations  necessary  for  designated  milk  production  are  determined. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  the  excellent  relations  between  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  local  officials,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last  report,  have  been  fully  maintained  in  the 
past  year. 


123  schools. 
159  schools. 
41  schools. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  changes  were  made  in  the  medical  staff.  Owing  to  the  general  increase  in 
the  work,  a  whole-time  Assistant  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  was  appointed,  and  Drs.  Morgan 
and  Knight,  who  had  undertaken  part-time  duty,  ceased  tuberculosis  work. 

The  medical  staff  during  1947  was  as  follows  : — 

Dr.  J.  S.  Harper,  County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  (Whole-time.) 

Dr.  A.  C.  Molden,  Assistant  County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  (Whole-time.)  Commenced 

duty  28.4.47. 

Dr.  J.  Teeuwen,  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer.  (Part-time.) 

Dr.  D.  E.  Morgan,  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer.  (Part-time).  Ceased  duty  11.5.47. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Knight,  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer.  (Part-time).  Ceased  duty  8.6.47. 

Under  the  revised  arrangements,  Dr.  Harper  attends  the  Salisbury,  Swindon  (Adults), 
Devizes  and  Savernake  Dispensaries,  Dr.  Molden  attends  the  Corsham  and  Trowbridge  Dispensaries 
and  the  Swindon  (Children’s)  Dispensary,  whilst  Dr.  Teeuwen  assists  at  the  Swindon  (Adults) 
Dispensary. 

Dr.  Harper  and  Dr.  Molden  also  visit  patients  in  their  own  homes,  and  work  regularly  at 
the  various  Hospitals  at  which  County  Council  tuberculosis  patients  are  undergoing  treatment. 
They  also  undertake  work  in  connection  with  the  induction  of  artificial  pneumo-thorax,  pneumo¬ 
peritoneum,  etc.,  and  the  giving  of  the  necessary  refills. 
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Notifications. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  new  cases,  both 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  during  the  years  1938-1947. 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

1938 

188 

105 

293 

1939 

230 

125 

355 

1940 

316 

120 

436 

1941 

312 

121 

433 

1942 

296 

117 

413 

1943 

332 

136 

468 

1944 

423 

122 

545 

1945 

331 

110 

441 

1946 

323 

108 

431 

1947 

350 

96 

446 

From  the  table  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  notifications  for  the  County,  which 
includes  transfers  from  other  areas,  appears  to  have  settled  between  425  and  450  annually.  There 
has  undoubtedly  been  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  Wilts  since  1938,  even  after 
allowing  for  more  accurate  notification,  but  a  certain  proportion  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the 
return  of  members  of  the  Forces,  who  contracted  the  disease  whilst  on  service,  and  evacuees  from 
other  areas,  who  have  now  made  their  homes  in  the  County.  The  actual  increase  in  tuberculosis 
amongst  bona  fide  Wiltshire  residents  cannot,  therefore,  be  assessed.  The  increase  is  confined  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the  majority  of  cases  have  arisen  in  the  Age  Groups  20-45,  although 
above  the  age  of  45  there  has  been  an  increase  over  the  last  few  years. 

The  incidence  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  remains  much  the  same,  but  was  slightly  less, 
during  1947. 

Deaths. — Deaths  from  tuberculosis  showed  : — 


Year. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Total. 

1941 

134 

49 

183 

1942 

107 

34 

141 

1943 

95 

24 

119 

1944 

99 

26 

125 

1945 

92 

34 

126 

1946 

110 

16 

126 

1947 

102 

19 

121 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  for  1947  was  0.36  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
compared  with  0.38  per  thousand  in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
was  0.30  per  thousand  of  the  population,  and  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  0.06  per  thousand. 

Cases  under  Supervision. — The  number  of  cases  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  1947  was 
1371  (1056  pulmonary  and  315  non-pulmonary),  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  107. 

In  the  last  pre-war  year  (1938)  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  was  667  (426  pulmonary 
and  241  non-pulmonary). 

Dispensary  Attendances. — These  numbered  8103,  compared  with  7620  in  1946.  The  attendances 
in  1938  were  2474. 

On  the  8th  October,  1947,  a  branch  Dispensary  was  opened  at  Corsham  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  growing  population  in  that  area,  and  to  save  patients  the  awkward  journey  to  Trowbridge 
or  Swindon.  One  hundred  and  forty  five  attendances  were  made  during  the  last  three  months 
of  the  year,  but  the  number  is  now  growing  rapidly. 
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At  Swindon  and  Salisbury,  owing  to  the  ever  increasing  attendances,  Children’s  Clinics  have 
been  opened  on  Thursday  and  Tuesday  afternoons  respectively,  adults  only  being  seen  at  the 
morning  sessions. 

Three  Dispensary  sessions  weekly  are  held  at  Salisbu^  and  Swindon  (including  the  Children’s 
Afternoon  session),  2  weekly  at  Trowbridge,  one  weekly  at  Corsham,  one  weekly  at  Devizes  and 
District  Hospital,  and  one  monthly  at  Savernake  Hospital.  The  10  weekly  sessions  compare 
with  3  in  1938.  The  number  of  contacts  attending  for  examination  continues  to  increase. 

Institutional  Treatment. — The  distribution  of  patients  who  received  Institutional  treatment 
during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Institutions. 


Pulmonary  Casks — 

Winsley  Sanatorium 
Harnwood  Hospital 
Odstock  Hospital  ... 

Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital 
Frenchay  Hospital  (Thoracic  Unit) 
Stratton  Hospital  ... 

Tower  House  B.M.S.  Hospital,  Salisbury 
Chippenham  Isolation  Hospital  ... 

Devizes  &  District  Hospital 
Preston  Hall,  Maidstone  ... 

Douglas  Plouse,  Bournemouth 

Holy  Cross  Sanatorium,  Haslemere 

Ilford  Sanatorium 

London  Chest  Hospital 

Ventnor  Sanatorium,  I.  of  Wight 

Brompton  Hospital 

Frenchay  Children’s  Sanatorium 

HP  1  ^ 

JL  \J>  UXIO  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Non-Purmonary  Cases — - 

Bath  Children’s  Orth.  Hospital 
Savernake  Hospital 
Beckford  Lodge,  Warminster 
Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate  ... 
Stratton  Hospital  ... 

Pyrford  Orth.  Hospital 
Wingfield  Morris  Orth.  Hospital... 

«  St.  Martin’s,  Bath  ... 

Morland  Hall 

Weston-super-Mare  Conv.  Home 
Royal  National  Orth.  Hospital,  Stanmore 
Queen  Mary’s  Hospital,  Carshalton 
Churchill  Hospital,  Headington 
London  Hospital  ... 

Streptomycin  Unit,  Highgate  Hospital 
Orth.  Hospital,  Oswestry 

HP  1  q 

JL  vy  LCllvJ  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

30 

21 

51 

10 

57 

— 

67 

45 

— 

— 

45 

11 

— 

— 

11 

21 

1 

— 

22 

9 

8 

4 

21 

26 

— 

— 

26 

1 

— 

— 

1 

I 

2 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

5 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

166 

98 

6 

270 

9 

JLi 

6 

26 

34 

2 

n 

i 

18 

27 

5 

4 

— 

9 

4 

2 

— 

6 

4 

3 

— 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

4 

6 

5 

— 

11 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

30 

29 

48 

107 
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The  number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  during  the  year  was  377  compared  with  350 
in  1946,  and  466  in  1945. 

Difficulty  wms  encountered  in  providing  institutional  treatment,  owing  to  shortage  of  nursing 
staff.  At  Harnwood  Hospital,  for  this  reason  practically  50%  of  the  beds  remained  closed  during 
the  year,  and  female  patients  only  were  admitted.  At  Winsley  Sanatorium  approximately  66% 
only  of  the  accommodation  could  be  utilised,  and  for  a  time  cases  could  not  be  sent  to  the 
Salisbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

Fortunately,  the  position  improved  towards  the  end  of  1947  owing  to  the  opening  of  Odstock 
Hospital.  This  hospital  provides  nearly  50  beds  for  male  pulmonary  cases,  the  Salisbury  Isolation 
Hospital  is  again  taking  female  pulmonary  cases,  and  at  Winsley  Sanatorium  also  there  is  an 
improvement  in  the  number  of  beds  available. 

During  1947  the  Waiting  Lists  were  still  very  long,  but  with  the  improvement  in  accom¬ 
modation  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  some  progress  in  reducing  the  length  of  the 
Waiting  Lists  is  taking  place,  although  supply  does  not  yet  meet  demand. 

The  position  as  regards  non-pulmonary  cases  is  relatively  satisfactory,  although  some  delay 
is  experienced  in  obtaining  vacancies  for  adult  patients. 

Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  facilities  at  the  Frenchay  Thoracic  Unit,  both  for  surgical 
treatment  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  for  investigation  and  treatment  of  other  chest 
conditions.  Sixty  patients  were  treated  at  Frenchay  during  1947,  22  of  these  being  cases  of  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  obtain  vacancies  for  female  patients,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  position  in  this  respect  will  improve  during  1948. 


Mass  Radiography. — The  Unit  for  Mass  Radiography  for  the  South-Western  area  of  the 
country  is  owned  by  the  Bristol  City  Council.  The  Wilts  County  Council  obtained  the  use  of  this 
Unit  for  two  periods  covering  roughly  four  weeks  during  1947,  and  it  functioned  in  the  Swindon, 
Corsham  and  Chippenham  areas. 


The  number  of  individuals  examined  was  2932.  This  figure  is  not  so  high  as  in  previous  years, 
but  the  Unit  was  then  available  for  practically  twice  the  length  of  time. 


Of  the  2932  persons  examined,  27  or  0.93%  wrere  referred  from  the  Unit  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  in  consequence  of  varying  degrees  of  chest  trouble.  The  following  is  a  brief  summary 
of  the  results  of  further  investigation  : — 


Number  of  patients  referred  from  the  Unit 

Number  who  attended  the  Dispensary  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  for  whom  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  considered  no 

action  necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  wffio  refused  invitation  to  the  Dispensary  ...  ...  1 

Persons  attending  the  Dispensary. 

Number  diagnosed  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  11 

Number  considered  as  “  observation  ”  cases  to  be  kept  under 

supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


27 


27 


15 

Of  the  11  definite  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  4  were  considered  to  require  Sanatorium 
treatment,  but  one  patient  refused  such  treatment. 


Out-Patient  Treatment. — This  at  present  is  mainly  the  continuation  of  artificial  pneumothorax 
and  pneumoperitoneum,  and  the  number  of  patients  who  received  such  treatment  in  1947  was 
106.  Of  these  53  attended  at  Winsley  Sanatorium,  31  at  Harnwood  Hospital,  and  22  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Hospital,  Stratton.  They  made  1631  attendances. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  in  June,  1947,  a  Refill  Clinic  was  established  at  the  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Hospital,  Stratton,  near  Swindon.  This  Clinic  has  met  a  long-felt  need,  and  enables  patients 
in  the  Swindon  area  to  receive  treatment  without  the  necessity  of  the  long  journey  to  Winsley 
Sanatorium,  which  was  formerly  the  case. 

Home  Visits. — The  Tuberculosis  Officers  paid  some  700  home  visits  to  patients  who  are 
unfit  to  attend  Dispensaries. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  regular  visits  to  the  majority  of  the  patients  on  the  Register. 
These  visits  were  of  great  value  in  many  respects,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  following-up  of 
contacts,  instruction  in  general  hygiene,  etc. 

Tuberculous  Ex-Service  Cases.— Since  September,  1939,  about  280  ex-Service  men  and  women, 
all  Wiltshire  residents,  have  been  notified  to  the  Council  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis,  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary.  Of  these  a  large  proportion  have  been  accepted 
by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  as  having  contracted  or  aggravated  the  disease  whilst  on  service, 
and  thus  receive  pensions.  Actually  there  were  195  “  accepted  ”  pensioners  on  the  Register  at 
the  end  of  1947  compared  with  159  in  the  previous  year. 

Payment  of  Allowances  to  Tuberculous  Patients. — The  Scheme  whereby  allowances  are  payable 
to  certain  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  their  Memorandum  266/T)  was  continued  during  the  year.  The  following  summary  gives  a 
brief  outline  of  the  Scheme  since  its  commencement  on  the  1st  July,  1943,  and  up  to  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1947. 


Details  of  Applications  and  Grants. 

From  1.7.43 
to  31.12.46 

Year 

1947 

From  1.7.43 
to  31.12.47. 

Number  of  individual  applications  received 

389 

97 

486 

Number  of  individual  applications  granted 

296 

85 

381 

Number  of  individual  applications  refused  ... 

93 

12 

105 

Number  of  maintenance  grants  paid... 

264 

81 

345 

Number  of  Discretionary  grants  paid 

34 

7 

41 

Number  of  Special  grants  paid  : — 

Travelling  Expenses 

47 

5 

52 

Pocket  Money 

30 

6 

36 

Domestic  Help 

2 

— 

2 

Fuel  grants  paid 

178 

31 

209 

Total  cost  of  grants  approximately  ... 

£18,200 

£7,470 

£25,670 

At  the  end  of  December,  1947,  there  were  98  individual  patients  receiving  allowances,  several 
of  whom  were  being  paid  more  than  one  type  of  grant.  The  Relieving  Officers  continued  to  act 
as  Tuberculosis  Investigation  Officers,  and  rendered  much  valuable  assistance. 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  these  allowances  will  no  longer  be  paid  by  the  County  Council, 
but  by  the  Assistance  Board,  to  whom  all  necessary  details  will  be  transferred.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  will  still  be  required  to  give  much  information  relating 
to  patients  eligible  for  financial  help  from  the  Assistance  Board. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis. — During  the  year  7  cases  of  tuberculous  meningitis  were  reported, 
six  ending  fatally.  The  seventh  case,  a  child  of  6  years,  was  treated  in  the  Streptomycin  Unit 
at  the  Highgate  Hospital,  and  made  a  complete  recovery.  In  one  other  case  streptomycin  treat¬ 
ment  was  suggested,  but  the  patient,  a  child  of  7  years,  died  before  transfer  to  a  Uondon  Hospital 
could  be  arranged. 
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In  a  third  case,  the  patient,  a  boy  aged  7  years,  had  been  notified  18  months  previously  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  foot,  for  which  he  had  received  Institutional  treatment.  He  died 
at  home  six  months  after  leaving  Hospital  from  miliary  tuberculosis. 

In  the  4  remaining  cases,  2  women  and  2  children,  death  took  place  in  hospital  within  a  few 
days  of  admission. 

The  contacts  were  followed  up  in  all  cases  and  the  majority  attended  the  Dispensary  for 
examination. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Clinics. 

Patients  may  attend  at  the  following  centres  for  free  advice  and  treatment 


County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve, 
Trowbridge 

Devizes  and  District  Hospital  ... 
General  Infirmary  (Skin  Dept.),  Salisbury 


Isolation  Hospital,  Gorse  Hill  Swindon 


Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath 


Men. 

Thursday,  5-6.30  p.m. 
Dr.  J.  Teeuwen 


Women. 

Tuesday,  5-6.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Jean  Murray 
Thursday,  5-6.30  p.m. 

Dr.  Jean  Murray 
Wednesday,  6-7.30  p.m.. 
Saturday,  11.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 


Tuesday,  11.30  a.m.- 
1  p.m. 

Friday,  6-7.30  p.m. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Potts  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Gordon 
Wednesday,  5.30-8  p.m.  Monday,  4.30-6  p.m 


Friday,  4.30-6  p.m. 

Dr.  J.  Teeuwen 
P'riday,  5  p.m. 
Saturday,  5  p.m. 

Dr.  H. 


Friday,  2-3.30  p.m. 

Dr.  J.  Teeuwen 
Tuesday,  5  p.m. 
Friday,  2.30  p.m. 

J.  Heathcote 


The  Clinic  for  female  patients  which  had  been  established  at  the  County  Council  Clinic,  Fuller 
Avenue,  Corsham,  as  a  war-time  measure,  was  discontinued  in  April,  1947. 

Patients’  travelling  expenses  to  attend  the  Clinics  are  repaid  when  necessary  but  the  expendi¬ 
ture  in  this  respect  during  the  year  was  small. 

Statistics. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  returns  received  from  the  Treatment  Centres  will  serve  to  show 
the  extent  of  the  work  during  the  year.  Comparison  with  the  figures  for  1946  which  are  given  in 
brackets  shows  that  there  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  patients  attending  for  treat¬ 
ment  and  in  the  numbers  of  attendances  during  1947. 


(a)  New  Patients 

(b)  Number  of  patients  under  (a)  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 

724 

(1128) 

infections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Number  of  patients  under  (a)  found  not  to  be  suffering  from 

208 

(316) 

venereal  infections 

516 

(812) 

(d)  Total  number  of  patients  who  attended  the  Clinics 

1310 

(1709) 

(e)  Total  attendances  of  patients 

6216 

(10264) 

Pathological  Work. 

Apart  from  the  microscopical  examinations  for  the  detection  of  gonorrhoea  undertaken  at 
the  Swfindon  Clinic  in  respect  of  patients  attending  there,  the  whole  of  the  pathological  work  for 
the  Treatment  Centres  is  carried  out  mainly  at  the  Greville  Laboratory,  General  Infirmary,  Salis¬ 
bury,  where  general  practitioners  can  also  send  specimens  from  their  patients  suspected  to  be 
suffering  from  venereal  diseases.  Specimens  for  the  complement  fixation  test  are,  however,  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  Guy’s  Hospital,  London,  and  the  cost  of  all  this 
work  is  met  by  the  County  Council. 
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The  number  of  specimens  dealt  with  during  1947  were  as  follows  : — 


Sp 

ecimens 

submitted 

from 

Clinics. 

Private  Practitioners 

Total. 

and  Hospitals. 

Undertaken  at  Salisbury  Fab. — 

i 

For  Wasserman  Reaction  ... 

1091 

(1599) 

1413 

(757) 

2504 

(2356) 

For  Kahn  Test 

873 

(1144) 

37 

(64) 

910 

(1208) 

For  detection  of  Gonococci 

721 

(1683) 

143 

(235) 

864 

(1918) 

For  other  tests 

Undertaken  at  Guy’s  Hospital, 

83 

(50) 

119 

(107) 

202 

(157) 

Fondon 

256 

(440) 

— 

256 

(440) 

Undertaken  at  Swindon  Clinic — 

For  detection  of  Gonorrhoea 

126 

(336) 

— 

The  figures  for  1946  are  given  in  brackets  for  comparison. 


Defence  Regulation  33B. 

During  the  year  13  contacts,  all  women,  were  notified  under  this  Regulation.  The  number 
of  these  in  respect  of  whom  two  or  more  forms  were  received  was  one.  It  was  possible  to  trace 
10  of  the  13  contacts  and  of  these  nine  were  persuaded  to  attend  the  clinic  for  examination  and 
treatment  where  necessary.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  issue  a  statutory  requirement  to  submit 
to  treatment. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  this  Regulation  was  introduced  in  1943  as  a  special  war-time  measure, 
in  order  to  bring  under  medical  control  infected  persons  in  the  relatively  small  class  unresponsive 
to  educational  and  persuasive  methods  who  were  causing  detriment  to  the  war  effort.  The  Minister 
of  Health,  however,  has  decided  that  the  further  continuance  of  the  powers  under  the  Regulation 
cannot  be  justified  and  the  Regulation  expired  on  the  31st  December,  1947. 


TREATMENT  OF  CANCER. 

General  Arrangements. 

The  Cancer  Act,  1939,  placed  upon  County  Councils  the  responsibility  of  providing  adequate 
facilities  for  the  examination  and  treatment,  if  necessary,  of  all  patients  within  this  area  suspected 
to  be  or  suffering  from  cancer.  For  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  the  County  is  served  mainly  by  the 
Radiological  Department  of  the  Bristol  Royal  Hospital  and  for  the  Salisbury  area  by  the  Royal 
South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital.  Early  in  1948  a  sub-centre  established  in  association 
with  the  Bristol  Radiological  Department  was  opened  in  the  Manor  Hospital  at  Bath  where  patients 
can  receive  radiotherapeutic  as  well  as  surgical  treatment.  The  Thoracic  Unit  at  the  Frenchay 
Park  Hospital  near  Bristol  provides  special  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  cases  in  which  the  lungs 
are  affected. 

The  work  in  the  Bristol  Centre  was  considerably  handicapped  through  staff  shortage,  but  the 
position  became  somewhat  easier  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  County  Council  assumes  responsibility  for  the  cost  of  the  treatment  at  the  approved 
centres  of  Wiltshire  patients  and  recovers  contributions  from  them  wherever  this  is  possible.  In 
the  majority  of  cases,  however,  payments  in  respect  of  the  cost  of  patients’  treatment  are  made 
by  Hospital  Contributory  Schemes,  but  the  amounts  collected  either  from  this  source  or  from  the 
patients  themselves  are  small  compared  with  the  cost  of  treatment. 
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Out-patient  Clinic. 

Clinics  to  which  Doctors  may  refer  cases  for  diagnosis  and  at  which  patients  already  under 
treatment  attend  for  follow-up  are  held  at  the  following  centres  :  — 

Bath,  Royal  United  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  Every  Tuesday,  11  a.m. 

Swindon  Victoria  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  Second  and  fourth  Thursday  each  month  at 

11  a.m. 

Trowbridge,  County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve  Third  Thursday  each  month,  11.30  a.m. 
Salisbury  General  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  First  and  third  Thursday  each  month,  2  p.m. 

The  Clinics  at  Bath,  Trowbridge  and  Swindon  are  conducted  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Bristol  Department  and  at  Salisbury  by  Dr.  Taylor,  of  the  Southampton  Radiological  Department. 


Consultative  Clinics  are  also  held  at  the  Bristol  Centre  to  which  cases  are  specially  referred. 


Attendances 

Bath 

Swindon 

Trowbridge 

Salisbury 


at  the  four  County  Clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 
...  274 


616 

229 

694  (This  figure  includes  patients  from  other  areas  ;  separate  figures 
for  Wilts  patients  are  not  available.) 


Treatment. 

Each  centre  provides  both  in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment.  The  numbers  of  Wiltshire 
patients  whose  condition  had  been  diagnosed  as  malignant  who  received  treatment  during  the 
year  were  198  at  Bristol  and  60  at  Southampton. 


Travelling  Expenses. 

Patients’  travelling  expenses  are  paid  in  full  or  in  part  where  they  themselves  cannot  meet 
the  cost.  Transport  through  the  Hospital  Car  Service  is  also  frequently  provided  when  there 
is  no  suitable  bus  or  rail  service  or  patients  are  unfit  to  travel  in  this  way. 

Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  from  cancer  during  1947  numbered  602  and  the  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  was  1.8 — the  same  as  in  1946. 


WATER  ACT,  1945,  AND  RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE  ACT,  1944. 

The  Rural  Water  Supplies  &  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  Section  2,  provides  for  contributions  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  and  County  Councils  towards  the  cost  of  approved  schemes  of  water 
supply  and  sewerage.  In  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  218/45  it  was  stated  that  the  general  principle 
would  be  followed  of  the  Exchequer,  the  County  Council,  and  the  County  District  Council,  sharing 
an  equal  financial  partnership  in  the  scheme. 

The  County  Council’s  policy  in  this  matter  was  embodied  in  its  Minute  of  July,  1947,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract  : — 

“That  in  future  the  basis  for  assessing  grants  to  be  made  by  the  County  Council 
under  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  Section  2  of  the  Rural  Water 
Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  to  the  Councils  of  County  Districts  be  as  follows  : — 

Sewerage  Schemes. — A  lump  sum  grant  of  one-third  of  the  capital  cost  of  approved 
schemes,  except  where  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  grant  varies  appreciably  from  this  pro¬ 
portion,  when  special  consideration  is  to  be  given. 

Water  Supply  Schemes. — One-half  of  any  annual  deficiency  on  approved  schemes 
after  allowing  for  the  grant  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  except  where  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  grant  varies  appreciably  from  the  normal  grant  of  one-third  of  the  cost,  when 
special  consideration  is  to  be  given.” 
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In  pursuance  of  this  policy  the  County  Public  Health  Committee  has  encouraged  the  County 
Rural  District  Councils  to  prepare  water  and  sewerage  schemes  and  to  co-operate  with  neighbouring 
authorities  in  evolving  the  most  satisfactory  and  economical  schemes. 

Accordingly  all  the  Rural  District  Councils  submitted  large  schemes  for  water  supply,  and 
these  were  in  due  course  considered  and  approved  in  principle  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Committee. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  87  /47  referred  to  shortages  of  labour  and  materials,  and  in  regard 
to  sewerage  schemes  indicated  the  Minister's  policy.  In  view  of  these  difficulties,  the  County 
Public  Health  Committee  suggested  to  County  District  Councils  that  they  should  proceed  with 
small  portions  of  those  schemes  which  were  most  urgently  required.  A  number  of  such  smaller 
projects  have  been  submitted  and  approved  by  the  County  Public  Health  Committee,  but  the 
expectation  that  the  Minister  would  contribute  one-third  of  the  cost  of  these  schemes  has  not 
been  realised.  In  certain  cases  both  in  regard  to  schemes  of  water  supply  and  sewerage  the  Minister 
has  declined  to  make  a  contribution,  or  has  made  a  contribution  considerably  less  than  one-third 
of  the  total  cost.  Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Minister  directly  and  through  the  County 
Council’s  Association,  and  in  the  meantime  the  County  Council  is  reconsidering  its  policy  in  the 
light  of  the  Minister’s  attitude  regarding  the  question  of  these  grants. 


Inquiries. 

The  following  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiries  have  been  held  during  1947  : 
Water. 


Pewsey  Rural  District. 
4th  December,  1947. 


W ar minster  and  W estbury 
Rural  District. 

9th  April,  1947. 

Sewerage. 

Caine  and  Chippenham 
Rural  District. 

5th  November,  1947. 

Devizes  Rural  District. 
29th  July,  1947. 


Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £221,800  for  the 
purposes  of  water  supply  for  the  parishes  of  Coll.  Ducis, 
Coll.  Kingston,  Rudgershall,  Milton  Eilbourne,  Burbage, 
Easton,  Huish,  Manningford,  North  Newnton,  Wilcot, 
Woodborough,  Alton,  Pewsey,  Wootton  Rivers,  Charlton, 
Enford,  Fittleton,  Netheravon,  Rushall,  Upavon, 
Wilsford,  Chute  and  Chute  Forest. 

Warminster  Area  (Conservation  of  Water)  Order,  1947. 


Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £11,100  for  works  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  parish  of  Colerne. 


Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £8,700  for  construction 
of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  parish  of  Potterne. 


Ministry  of  Health’s  Water  Survey  of  the  County. 

The  water  survey  of  the  County  carried  out  by  Mr.  I.  H.  Hainsworth  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
has  now  been  completed  and  his  report  is  at  present  under  consideration  by  the  County  Council 
and  the  County  District  Councils. 

Briefly,  it  recommends  that  the  number  of  water  authorities  in  the  County  should  be  reduced 
from  26  to  six,  and  that  the  new  authorities  should  be  specially  elected  Boards.  The  exact  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Boards  as  visualised  in  the  Survey  is  not  explained  in  detail,  but  it  appears  that 
if  the  proposals  are  implemented  the  control  of  water  supplies  will  no  longer  be  a  function  either 
of  the  County  Council  or  of  the  County  District  Councils. 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION  ACTS. 


The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  has  now  resumed  his  periodic  visits  to  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  in  the  County  and  the  majority  of  these  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts 

The  disposal  works  of  the  undermentioned  Boroughs  and  Urban  District  Councils  were  found 
to  be  giving  good  effluents  : — 

Caine 

Marlborough 
Salisbury,  Main  Works 
Swindon  :  Broome  Farm 
Rodbourne 
Warminster 
Westbury 

A  brief  summary  of  the  conditions  found  in  the  remaining  sewage  disposal  works  of  the 
Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts  is  given  below  : — 

Bradford-on- Avon  :  The  works  were  found  to  be  structurally  defective,  and  causing  pollution 
to  the  River  Avon. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  taking  steps  to  have  the  structural  defects  remedied. 

Chippenham  (W estmead)  :  New  works  are  in  the  course  of  construction  here  and  should 
be  completed  during  1948. 

Chippenham  ( Patterdown )  :  The  works  were  found  to  be  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition  but  the  Analyst  reported  the  effluent  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  polluting,  although  the  figure 
for  nitrate  showed  that  some  oxidation  was  going  on. 

Devizes  ( Breachfield  Works)  :  These  primitive  works  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
causing  nuisance.  The  Analyst  reported  the  effluent  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  polluting. 

As  a  result  of  a  conference  between  the  Devizes  Borough  Council,  the  County  Council,  and 
the  Wiltshire  Mental  Hospital  Visiting  Committee,  it  was  decided  that  part  of  the  effluent  from 
the  Breachfield  Works  should  be  diverted  to  the  Hospital  Sewage  Plant  which  is  capable  of  dealing 
satisfactorily  with  it. 

The  Devizes  Borough  Council  have,  therefore,  drawn  up  a  scheme  on  these  lines  and  submitted 
the  proposals  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Devizes  ( Main  Works )  :  The  works  were  found  to  be  in  a  good  sanitary  condition.  The  Analyst 
reported  that  the  effluent  was  not  up  to  Royal  Commission  standard  and  that  it  showed  other 
evidence  of  inadequate  purification.  It  was,  however,  fairly  well  oxidised  and  should  not  cause 
serious  nuisance  unless  dilution  was  very  small. 

Reorganisation  of  the  works  is  under  review  by  the  Devizes  Borough  Council. 

Malmesbury  :  The  Borough  of  Malmesbury  has  no  sewage  purification  works.  A  scheme 
is  being  prepared  by  the  Borough  Council's  Consulting  Engineers. 

Melksham  :  The  works  were  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  mainly  as  a  result 
of  severe  winter  damage.  Three  filters  were  out  of  action,  causing  the  remainder  to  be  overloaded. 
Stream  pollution  was  obvious  and  the  Analyst  reported  the  effluent  to  be  below  standard. 

The  works  are  being  remodelled. 
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Salisbury  ( Bemerton )  .*  Bemerton  and  Wilton  Borough  sewage  is  pumped  to  a  collecting  tank 
at  Netherhampton,  and  after  settlement  irrigated  over  30  acres  of  land.  At  the  time  of  inspection 
only  12  acres  of  land  were  being  used  for  irrigation  and  this  was  causing  ponding  to  take  place 
on  the  irrigation  area.  The  Analyst  reported  the  sample  taken  from  a  ditch  on  the  Netherhampton 
road  to  be  satisfactory. 

At  a  subsequent  inspection  the  sewage  farm  was  found  to  be  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory 
condition. 

Rural  Districts. 

The  undermentioned  disposal  works  were  found 

Amesbury  Rural  District 
Bradford  &  Melksham  Rural  District 
Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 
Rural  District 

Devizes  Rural  District 
Highworth  Rural  District 


Pewsey  Rural  District 


to  be  satisfactory  : — 

Amesbury 

Holt 

Cricklade 

Purton 

Wootton  Bassett 

Devizes  Mental  Hospital 

Hannington 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

Wroughton 

Westrop 

Chisledon 

Pewsey 


A  summary  of  the  conditions  found  in  the  remaining  disposal  works  in  the  Rural  Districts 
is  given  below  : — 

Highworth  Rural  District  : — 

Hay  don  Wick  Works  :  These  works  consist  of  small  settling  tank  and  approximately  4  acres 
of  broad  irrigation.  The  irrigation  area  was  overgrown  and  suffering  from  neglect  and  the  settling 
tank  required  overhauling  and  carriers  reforming. 

The  Analyst  reported  that  the  effluent  was  below  standard  and  poorly  nitrated. 

Castle  Eaton  Works  :  It  was  found  that  sewage  discharged  into  a  ditch  being  subsequently 
diverted  into  a  field  for  broad  irrigation.  At  the  time  of  inspection  the  dam  at  the  point  of 
diversion  had  broken  down,  no  sewage  reaching  the  irrigation  area.  The  ditch  was  foul  and  over¬ 
grown,  causing  a  nuisance.  No  effluent  was  available  for  sampling. 


Eastrop  :  The  works  comprise  two  settling  tanks  and  about  2  acres  of  land  irrigation.  The 
irrigation  area  appeared  to  be  overworked. 

The  Analyst’s  report  stated  that  the  effluent  was  unsatisfactory  and  insufficiently  oxidised. 
A  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  replacement  of  the  Bastrop  and 
Westrop  works  by  a  new  plant  sited  at  Westrop. 

These  unsatisfactory  conditions  have  been  taken  up  with  the  Highworth  Rural  District 
Council. 


Mere  and  Tisbury  Rural  District : — 

Hindon  Sewage  Works  :  The  works  were  found  to  be  in  an  insanitary  condition. 

The  Analyst’s  report  stated  that  the  effluent  showed  little  evidence  of  purification  and  was 
grossly  polluting  in  character. 

The  Rural  District  Council  has  intimated  that  improvement  to  the  sewage  works  is  in  hand. 
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War  Office  Disposal  Systems 

No  river  pollution  was  found  to  be  occurring  from  the  undermentioned  works  :  — 


Amesbury  Rural  District 
Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 
Rural  District 


Warminster  and  Westbury 
Rural  District 


Warminster  Urban  District 


Bulford  Camp 

No.  160  P.O.W.  Hospital, 

Eydiard  Tregoze, 

R.A.F.  Camp,  Clyffe  Pypard 
Chisledon  Camp 
Charlton  Park  Camp 
Ramsbury  Camp 
Knford  Camp 
Netheravon 
Harefield  North 
South 

Codford  W.D.  Works 
R.A.F.  Camp  Crabtree 
R.A.F.  Camp,  Keevil 
Knook  Camp 
Uongbridge  Deverill 
W.D.  Works 
Eongleat  Camp 
Warminster  Barracks 


Highworth  Rural  District 
Malmesbury  Rural  District 
Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  Rural  District 
Pewsey  Rural  District 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  conditions  found  at  the  remaining  works  : — 

Amesbury  Rural  District  , — 

Durrington  W.D.  Works  :  The  works  are  primitive,  consisting  of  two  open  tanks  and  about 
Jacre  of  land  irrigation  area.  Sludge  is  run  into  two  lagoons  and  removed  by  the  tenant  farmer 
after  drying. 

The  works  appeared  to  be  neglected  as  the  sewage  was  ponding]  in  the  field  outside  the 
irrigation  area,  causing  a  nuisance. 

There  was  insufficient  effluent  available  for  sampling,  and  it  was  not  reaching  the  River 
Avon  a  J  mile  distant.  The  unsatisfactory  conditions  were,  however,  taken  up  with  the  Military 
Authorities. 


Pewsey  Rural  District  : — 

Netheravon  W.D.  Works,  Harefield  East :  The  works  were  found  to  be  well  supervised,  but 
loaded  beyond  their  designed  capacity.  A  sample  of  effluent  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

The  War  Department  have  taken  action  to  improve  the  effluent  but  a  further  sample  taken 
by  the  Military  Authorities  was  still  reported  to  be  below  the  standard  suggested  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Treatment  and  Disposal  of  Sewage. 

Netheravon  W.D.  Works  (New  Buildings)  :  The  works  were  found  to  be  defective  but  kept 
as  well  as  the  circumstances  would  allow. 

The  Analyst  reported  the  effluent  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  War  Department  have  taken 
action  to  improve  the  effluent,  but  a  further  sample  taken  by  the  Military  Authorities  was  still 
reported  to  be  below  the  standard  suggested  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Treatment  and 
Disposal  of  Sewage. 

Trade  Effluents. 

A  number  of  cases  of  suspected  river  pollution  by  trade  effluents  has  been  investigated  by 
the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  his  findings 
where  comment  is  called  for  : — 

Wilton  Borough  :  Wilton  Felt  Mill :  Waste  from  the  dyeing  shop  was  being  discharged 
into  the  River  Wylye.  As  it  was  impossible  to  collect  a  sample  of  effluent  a  sample  of  the  river 
water  was  obtained  and  this  was  reported  to  be  below  the  Royal  Commission’s  Standard.  Some 
improvement  has  since  been  obtained  and  the  firm  is  taking  further  steps  in  the  matter. 
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Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District:  Holt  Tannery:  Pollution  of  the  River  Avon  was 
found  to  be  recurring  from  these  premises,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  complaint  for  some 
years. 

The  firm  has  now  called  in  a  Consulting  Engineer  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  effect  an 
improvement. 

Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  District :  Slaughterhouse,  Stratford- sub -Castle  :  This  Centralised 
Slaughterhouse  was  found  to  be  discharging  an  effluent  into  the  River  Avon  which  was  reported 
to  be  very  polluting.”  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  as  a  result  of  which 
work  has  been  put  in  hand  which  it  is  hoped  will,  when  completed,  obviate  the  pollution  of  the 
river  from  this  source. 


DISINFESTATION. 

The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  has  continued  to  deal  with  invasions  of  flies,  cockroaches 
and  other  domestics  pests,  at  County  Hospitals,  Children’s  Homes,  Public  Assistance  Institutions, 
Cooking  Depots,  and  camps  under  the  control  of  the  Wiltshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee 

The  fullest  use  is  made  of  D.D.T.  insecticides,  and  particularly  in  the  summer  months  his 
services  are  in  great  demand. 

Complaints  regarding  rats  and  mice  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  or 
are  referred  by  him  to  the  local  Rodent  Officer. 


AMBULANCES  AND  SITTING-CASE  CARS. 


The  year  has  brought  a  considerable  increase  in  the  demand  for  transport  for  cases  coming 
within  the  Council’s  various  treatment  schemes,  and  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Hospitals. 


Ambulances. 

To  meet  the  demands  for  ambulances  the  Public  Health  Committee  controls  six  vehicles, 
stationed  as  follows  : — 


St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Stratton 
Odstock  Hospital  Salisbury 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Ogbourne  St.  George 
Bradford-on- Avon 


1  ambulance 

2  ambulances  (one  on  loan  from  the  British  Red 

Cross  Society) 

1  ambulance 

2  ambulances  (one  of  which  is  used  as  a  stand-by  for 

emergency  duty  at  any  of  the  above  stations). 


Sitting-Case  Cars. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  controls  cars  stationed  as  follows  : — 

Berryfield  Maternity  Home,  Bradford-on- Avon. 

Pewsey  Colony  Certified  Mental  Institution. 

Odstock  Hospital,  Salisbury. 


The  vehicles  stationed  at  Pewsey  Colony  and  Odstock  Hospital  are  used  largely  for  the  trans¬ 
port  of  staff,  on  duty  and  for  recreation,  and  as  general  utility  vehicles  for  domestic  purposes  such 
as  laundry,  supplies,  etc.  Such  vehicles  have  been  found  to  be  essential  to  the  efficient  administra¬ 
tion  of  large  and  comparatively  isolated  hospitals. 

For  the  transport  of  patients  who  do  not  require  ambulances,  the  Council  has  relied  upon  the 
Hospital  Car  Service  and  the  County  Car  Pool. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  organised  within  the  County  in  eight  areas,  each  under  an  Area 
Transport  Officer. 
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An  enormous  amount  of  work  is  placed  upon  these  voluntary  officers  and  their  drivers  in 
connection  with  the  County  cases  alone,  and  their  willing  and  efficient  co-operation,  often  in  diffi¬ 
cult  weather,  has  been  more  than  maintained  in  the  past  year.  As  from  1st  October,  1947,  the 
payment  for  these  services  was  increased  from  3d.  to  6d.  per  mile. 

The  County  Car  Pool  consists  of  a  group  of  voluntary  drivers  operating  in  the  Western  part 
of  the  County.  In  addition  to  their  services  in  connection  with  the  sitting-case  cars  they  provide 
voluntary  drivers  and  attendants  for  the  County  ambulances  stationed  at  Bradford-on-Avon. 
Their  service  during  1947  has  been,  as  before,  most  willing  and  extremely  valuable.  The  mileage 
payment  was  increased  to  6d.  as  from  1st  December,  1947. 

The  mileages  undertaken  in  1947  by  the  vehicles  referred  to  above  were  as  follows  : — 

Mileage. 


Bradford-on-Avon  Ambulances — PAord  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,362 

Austin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,980 

Odstock  Ambulances — Ford  (C.C.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,805 

Ford  (B.R.C.S.) .  16,506 

Ogbourne  St.  George  Ambulance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,024 

St.  Margaret’s  Ambulance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,250 

Hired  Ambulances  (approximate)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,500 

Berryfield  Maternity  Home — Car  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,595 

Pewsey  Colony  Certified  Institution — Car  (from  June,  1947)  ...  7,648 

County  Car  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,392 

Hospital  Car  Service  (for  County  Council  work  only)  ...  ...  21,484 


Staff. 

Mr.  C.  Lester,  who  had  held  the  post  of  Ambulance  Officer  during  the  war,  and  who  had 
rendered  valuable  service  in  a  part-time  capacity  since  the  end  of  hostilities,  was  unfortunately 
obliged  by  ill-health  to  resign  in  May,  1947. 

In  anticipation  of  the  comprehensive  ambulance  service  which  is  one  of  the  obligations  placed 
upon  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  a  full-time  County 
Ambulance  Officer  was  considered  necessary,  and  Mr.  T.  Bullock  took  up  his  duties  in  October,  1947. 
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Poliomyelitis  (see  page  4) 
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